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 Why Evil ExistsWhy Evil ExistsWhy Evil Exists   
 

Why do humans do evil? What is behind 
"man's inhumanity to man," the troubling 

fact of human actions that produce 
suffering and destruction? Is it ultimately a 

spiritual or cosmic problem? 
 

Is it a consequence of social systems or 
power structures? Or is it some inner deficit 

of human nature, lurking in the shadow 
world of our psychology? 

 

Why, in the end, does evil exist? 
  

The Great Courses DVD presentations are 
by Prof. Charles Mathewes  

 
Professor Charles Mathewes is Associate 

Professor of Religious Studies 
at the University of Virginia, 

where he teaches religious 
ethics, theology, and 

philosophy of religion. He 
received his B.A. in Theology 
from Georgetown University, 
graduating Phi Beta Kappa, 

and his M.A. and Ph.D. in Religion from the 
University of Chicago. 

 
 

This study will be led by: 
Fr. Mario Arroyo 

Pastor of  
St. Cyril of Alexandria 

Catholic Church. 

For more information contact: 
John Wincelowicz - (713) 554-1559 

Email: jwincelowicz@stcyrilhouston.org 
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The Scope of this seminar. 
 
 From the ancient Sumerian Epic of 
Gilgamesh to the terror attacks of 9/11, the 
problem of theodicy—explaining the existence 
of evil in a divinely governed or morally 
ordered world—has been at the heart of every 
major religion and many secular philosophical 
worldviews, as well. 

Charting the various formulations of this 
problem and the different answers people in 
the West have given to it are the goals of this 
series. We will examine the history of cultural 
definitions of the problem of evil and the 
“solutions” devised for living in its shadow. 

The problem of evil encompasses both 
“natural” and “moral” evil. Certainly, 
human suffering due to nature—death, 
disease, natural disasters, and the like—is 
troubling enough. But human malice adds an 
entirely distinct kind of difficulty, for human 
evil comes out of humanity’s distinctively 
moral character. 

The same energies of intellect and will that 
led mankind to cure innumerable diseases 
and put men on the moon led us also to 
poison gas and ICBMs; the capacities for 
emotional attachment and imaginative 
empathy that led to the expansion of fellow-
feeling and genuine compassion for others we 
will never meet have led equally to our fear 
and hatred of those same others at other 
times. 

  What does the fact of human cruelty and 
malice tell us about the ultimate fate of 
morality and religious belief? 

  How best should we understand such 
malice, and how might we best respond to its 
reality in our lives and the lives of those 
around us? . *Note1  

 
Meet the Presenter of the DVD material 
 

P r o f e s s o r  C h a r l e s 
Mathewes is Associate 
Professor of Religious 
Studies at the University 
of Virginia, where he 
teaches religious ethics, 
theology, and philosophy 
of religion. He lived in 
Saudi Arabia between the 
ages of 8 and 15. 

 

He received his B.A. in Theology from 
Georgetown University, graduating Phi 
Beta Kappa, and his M.A. and Ph.D. in 
Religion from the University of Chicago.  
 

Professor Mathewes is the author of Evil 
and the Augustinian Tradition and A Theology 
of Public Life, both from Cambridge 
University Press; Understanding Religious 
Ethics, from Wiley-Blackwell; and The 
Republic of Grace: Augustinian Thoughts for 
Dark Times, from Eerdmans. 
 

He served as editor of The Journal of the 
American Academy of Religion, the flagship 
journal in the field of religious studies, 
from 2006 to 2010 and was the journal’s 
youngest editor ever. He is also associate 
editor of the forthcoming third edition of 
the Westminster Dictionary of Christian Ethics 
and serves on the House of Bishops 
Theology Committee of the Episcopal 
Church. *Note1  
 

*Note1 - Excerpts from the study guide to 
“Why Evil Exists” – TheGreatCourses.com 

Fusion Theology Seminar Fusion Theology Seminar Fusion Theology Seminar    
for Young Adults for Young Adults for Young Adults (18(18(18---35)35)35)   

 

with Fr. Mario Arroyo 
Why Evil ExistsWhy Evil ExistsWhy Evil Exists   

 

Guide to the sessions 
 

  The Reformation—The Power of Evil Within  
  Dark Politics—Machiavelli on How to Be Bad  
  Hobbes—Evil as a Social Construct  
 
  Montaigne and Pascal—Evil and the Self  
  Milton—Epic Evil 
  The Enlightenment and Its Discontents  
  Kant—Evil at the Root of Human Agency  
  Hegel—The Slaughter Block of History  
 
  Marx—Materialism and Evil  
  The American North and South—Holy War  
  Nietzsche—Considering the Language of Evil  
  Dostoevsky—The Demonic in Modernity  
  Conrad—Incomprehensible Terror  
  Freud—The Death Drive and the Inexplicable  
  Camus—The Challenge to Take Evil Seriously  
  Post-WWII Protestant Theology on Evil  
  Post-WWII Roman Catholic Theology on Evil  
  Post-WWII Jewish Thought on Evil  
 
  Arendt—The Banality of Evil 
  Life in Truth—20th-Century Poets on Evil  
  Science and the Empirical Study of Evil  
  The “Unnaming” of Evil  
  Where Can Hope Be Found?  


